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KEEPING THE SPARKLE IN THE JEWEL

LA MESA DEPOT GETS FACE LIFT
Sjnce  i t s  res to ra t i on  j n  1981 ,  ou r  award  w inn ing  La  Mesa  Depo t  has  been  open  to  t he  pub l i c  eve ry

weekend  and  has  been  a  c l ass i c  cen te rp iece  fo r  t he  commun i t v  known  as  "The  Jewe l  0 f  The  H i l l s " .  I t  was  no -
t i ced  tha t  ou r  1894  s ta t j on  was  l ook ing  a  l i t t l e  f aded  ea i l i e r  t h i s  yea r  and  i f  we  wan ted  to  rema in  t he
nan lan  n f  +ha  i 6 , . , 61  we  had  be t te r  ge t  i t  pa in ted  soon .  The  work  was  accomp l i shed  by  ou r  vo lun tee rs  l as te , , u  J L r r v  I

month ,  f unded  by  a  "beau t i f i ca t i on "  g ran t  f r om the  C i t y  o f  La  Mesa .  Th i s  pho to  shows  the  c rew  fo r  t he
f i rs t  work session,  f rom lef t :  Norm Hi l1,  Bruce Semelsberger ,  George l led l in ,  Ken Fal ler ,  Harry Doer ing (on
ladde r ) ,  B i l l  Ba rbou r  and  Tom T rav i s .  ( 1 .  Rose  pho to )



La Mesa Depot Painted
,  _  O u r  L a . M e s a  D e p o t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t w o  a w a r d s  f o r  e x c e 1 l e n c e  i n  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  T h e  S a n  D i e g o  C h a p t e r

o f  The  Amer i can  Ins t i t u te  o f  A rch i t ec t s  gave  us  t he  cove ted  "Orch jd "  award  i n  1981  and  the  Save  Ou i  He r i t age
o rgan i za t i on .o f  San  ̂D^ iego  hon_o red  the  s ta t i on  a  f ew  yea rs  l a te r .  Reco -gn i t i on  l i ke  t h i s  demands  tha t  t he  dep6 t
b e  k e p t  l o o k i n g  s p i f f y  a t  a l l  t i m e s  s o ,  l a s t  m o n t h  a  c r e w  w a s  a s s e m b l - e O  t o  g i v e  t h e  o l d  s t a t i o n  a  g o o d  g o i n g
o v e r .

Thg  g ran t  f r om the  C i t y  o f  l a  Mesa ,  repo r ted  i n  t he  l as t  news le t t e r ,  was  used  to  buy  ma te r i a l s  and  many  o f
t h e  m e m b e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  p r o v i d e  L h e  l a b o r .  T h e  d e p o t  h a d  t o  b e  s a n d e d
down  be fo re  be ing  p r ime  pa in ted ,  so  l l o rm  H i . l 1  b rough t .  h i s  res to ra t i on  t eam down  f rom Campo  to  Jo  wha t  t h ; t - d ;
bes t .  Many  o the rs  p i t ched  i n  and  the  sand ing  and  wh i te  p r imer  j ob  was  f i n i shed  i n  one  weekend .  Ano the r - two
weekends  saw the  app l i ca t i on  o f  two  coa ts  o f  qo lden  och re  and  b rown  t r im  f j n i sh .

The work went  quick ly-  th-anks to a I  arg!  c1^ey.-ar l !  a  . terr i f  ic .  i  unch provided each work day by l i largaret
Barksdale,  Pat t i  B ice and- l ' label  Perrapato.  The PSRMA "Ladies Auxi l iary"  saved the crew a lo t  of" t imle and-were
a  much  app rec ia ted  pa r t  o f  t he  t eam.
.  The .bagg .age  ca l t _ .a1 :9  go t  a  new pa in t  j ob ,  as  even  the  de ta i l  e l emen ts  go t  f u l l  a t t en t i on .  Th . i s  wo rk  was

done  du r i ng  No rm H i ' l l ' s  Wednesday  even ing  sess ions .  Even  the  ename led  Ra i lw i y  Exp ress  Aqenc .y  s i qns  we re  wax -
ed  by  Tanya  Rose  as  eve ry th ing  on  the  depo t  was  made  to  spa rk le .  The re  a re -on l y  a  f ew"de t i i l s " l e f t  t o  com-
p le te  on  the  depo t  as  t h i s  j s  w r i t t en .  f l o rm  H i l l  and  f r i ends  have  even  comp le ted  the  tough  j ob  o t  Ae t i ; i i ng
and  pa in t i ng  t he  t rucks  and  unde rbody  gea r  o f  ou r  P .F .E .  ree fe r  and  S .P .  caboose  on  ou r  t r 6ck -ad jacen t  t o  t he
s t a t  i  o n .
.  The  b igges t  j ob  on  the  depo t  g rounds  s t i l l  t o  be  done  i s  t he  repa in t i ng  o f  Mo jave  Nor the rn  0 -6 -0  #3 .  Th j s
i s  no t .as  t ou .gh  a  j ob  as  j t  sounds  because  i t s  on l y  been  abou t  t en  yea rs  s i nce  we" las t  pa in ted  th i s  o ld  s team-
mer.  and i ts  _ in prgt ty  good shape.  The cab inter ior  has a l ready b-een painted by Steve t {om' is  and Larry Rose
du r i ng  one  o f  t he  Wednesday  n igh te rs .

Here 's  the l is t  o f  the workers involved so far :  B i l l  Barbour,  J tayLe Dav' is ,  Ken Fal ler ,  Tanya Rose,  Laryy
Rose,  Hary. .Doer ing,  George I ' led l in ,  Norm Hi l1,  Bruce Semelesberger ,  Tor i 'Trav is ,  Steve Nor is ,  Ste"v i  raOe,  Oou"g
Harley and Hamy Hurry.

f ' Jqn t  t o  he lp?  A  s imp le  phone -  ca l l  t o .No rm ! j 11  . ( ! ! ? - . 6922 )  w i l l  ge t  you  i nvo tved .  No t  i n to  phys i ca l  l abo r
and  pa in t -  i _n  you r  ha i r?  Then  ca l l  l l a rga re t  Co1 l j ns  (460 -1242 )  and  he lp  a ta f f  ou r  f r esh l y  pa in te l  depo t .  He re
a re  t he  fo l ks  t ha t  have  been  g ree t i ng  v i s i t o r s  on  Sa tu rday  and  Sunday  a f t e rnoons  fo r - t he  l as t  f ew  mon ths .
Marga re t  Ba rksda le . ( ( ) , ^uan  Bo tk in ,_Marga re t  Co11 ins ,  A l  E l l i s  ( 2 ) ,  Joe  Lau ren t  (2 ) ,  t - l abe l  pe r rapa to ,  Donna  Re-
gan ,  E r i c  Sande rs  (2 ) ,  Russ ,s tockwe l l ,  Pa t  Ke t t l e r , _George  pa r i s t r , ' l { ayne  Oav i s  and 'noy  e i c te i i ng i -  

-

S ta f f i ng  hou rs  a re  1 :00  to  4 :00  weekends .  i t  i s  a  g rea t  way  to  p romo te  the  muse -um and  ta l [  t o  f o l ks  abou t
ou r  ra i l r oad  he r i t age .  Ca11  Marga re t  now and  he lp  show o f f  a  beau t j f u l l y  r es to red  sma l l  t own  ra i l r oad  s ta t i on .

Facilities Report
The  new e lec t r i ca l  se rv i ce  sw i t chboa rd  had  been  i ns ta l l ed  i n  ou r  e lec t r j c  equ ipmen t  room.  Ba rney  Ba rn ie r ,

Dave  Rob ison ,  and  Da le  P resco t t  i ns ta l l ed . t he .heavy  pane l  on  a  ra i sed  wood  f l oo r ' bu i l t  Oy  t -a i r y  Rose .  The  nex t
s tep  i s  up  to  SDG&E to^upg rade  ou r  power  t o  t h ree  phase  w i th  a  new unde rg round  se rv i ce .  "

A new steel  door  f rame was insta l led in  the storeroom acro.ss f rom t6e g i f t  shop.  Ted Kornweibel  and Larry
Rose  d id  t he  wo rk .  ,  The  wood  shop  _ce i l i ng  was  f i na l l y  pa in ted  by  ou r  Memdersh ip  b i rec to r  i an i i i ose .  f i n , i
a l so  c l eaned  seve ra l  Jea rs  wo r th  . o f - sp ide rs  and -  d .ead -bugs  ou t .o f  - t he  l i gh t  f i x t u res  i n  t he  w i sh  room.  Sk ip
Car l i s l e  a l so  he lped  Tanya .mop  and  c lean  the  to i l e t  r o_oms- ,  a  j ob  a l so  don6  many  t imes  by  J im  Ra imussen .  Those
regu la rs  a t  Campo  who  no t . i ced  the  c lean  shower  can  a l so  t hank  Tanya ;  i t  t ook "he r  two  

-hou rs  
t o  c l ean  up  tha t

s l  ime  oo t  !  
-

The  me ta l  s i d i ng  p ro jec t  con t i _nues . .  qa . rney  has  abou t  3 /4  o f  t he  wes t  end  o f  t he  ca r  shop  cove red  w i th  e -
name led  s tee ' l  s i d i nq  ove r  a .ngw _p l ywqod  sk in .  Work ing  on  the  p ro jec t  w i t h  Ba rney  have  been  Da le  p resco t t ,
Larry Rose, Jim Rasm'lssen and Paui Abrtell.

. .  r yo t t i  has  p rog ressed  on  sw j t ch  seven  i n  t he  l _ower  ya rd  a rea .  The  t ' i es  a re  l a i d  ou t  and  the  s t ra igh t  ra i l
sp i ked  th rough  as  t h i s  i s  w r i t t en .  Ou r  Sea  Bee  Rese rv i s t  f r i ends  a re  hand l i ng  t h i s  p ro jec t  on  i he i r -mon th l y
v i s i t s
. .^_. - -J ! "_g_t l t  _s!gp_- i l {new electr ica l  equipment  room now has f_ i r .e  spr ink lers_,  thanks to a super donat ion by the
I I0RMALD F IRE EQUIPMENJ  C9 . , -whg .p rov ided  a l l  ma te r i a l s  and  l abo r .  Worma ld  even  p rov ided ' ch rome  t y ' im  ; . i ng ;
a round . the  sp r i nk le r .head -s_ fo r  t he  suspended  ce i l i ng  i n  t he  g i f t  shop .  Ba rney  Ba rd ie r ,  who  made  the  con tac t s
f o r  t h _ i s  d o n a t i o n ,  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  s u s p e n d e d . c e i l i n g  t i l e s ,  d o _ i n g  a _ p e r f e c t , - j o b  c u t t i n g  i n  t h e  t r i m  i i n g i .

A l  Keev i l ,  a  new member  and  re t i r ed  c i v i l  eng inee r ,  i s  he lp ing  Char les  A l i an  l oca te "and  s take  t rack  c6n -
te rs  f o r  p lanned  -add i t i ons  t o  ou r  ya rd . .  A l  i s . a l i o .do ing  su rvey  w-o rk  t o  re -es tab l i sh  a  bench*a i1 -Oown  Oy - i i r e
Campo_Dep_ot  a_s.  p lans for  the restorat ion of  the stat ion and improvements of  the grounds a.e moving l - iong.

The Faci l i t ies D_epartmen_t  has many b ig pro jec_ts now underway an.d a monster  pro ject  wai t ing in  t ie  win ls
down at  the depot .  The smal l  group of  regular  vo lunteers are spread very th ' in  and ie inforceme-nts u"e sor" iy
199d99:-  I f  you c.an help.  even one day a month,  or  whatever ,  ca l i  Barney i larn ' ier  at  Z7I-7I97 or  Larry Rose a i
469 -3064  and  ge t  i nvo l ved .
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News)

sP 1058
Our  La  Mesa  caboose  has  had  i t s  whee l s ,  t r ucks ,  and  unde rgea r  pa r t s  c l eaned  and  w i re  b rushed .  Mos t  o f

the work has been done on Wednesday evenings.  The work was done by Steve l lor r is ,  Bruce Seme' lsberger ,  and
Tom Travis .  Norm Hi l l  d id the paint ing when everyth ' ing was f ina l ly  ready.  Doug Kerr  came down f rom I r -
v . i ne  and  p i cked  up  the  caboose ' s  doo rs  and  measu red  the  ca r  f o r  a l l  new  w indows  wh jch  he  w i l l  bu i l d  i n  h j s
home shop.

C&O Caboose
Ted Kornwe' ibel  and Frank St j tes are makjng n ice progress replac ing the car 's  outs ' ide wood.  One s ide

has  new 1x4  wood  s id ing  and  the  spec ia l l y  m i l l ed  w indow ma te r i a l  has  been  i ns ta l l ed .  Tom T rav j s  and  B i l l
Ba rbou r  removed  the  o l< i  s i d i ng  on  the  ca r ' s  second  s ide .  Th i s  w i l l  be  t he  museum 's  f i r s t  ca r  t o  ge t  a l l
n e w  s i d i n g .

Tauk Car
Our museum's th i rd tank car i  s  now being worked on.  Again,  our  restorat ion people have removed a j ' l

the wheel  crud,  needle gunned and gr inder  brushed the t rucks and removed a l l  o ld paint  f_rom tJte car 's
majn f rame. This pro ject 's  workers have been l {orm Hi ' l l ,  Tom Travis ,  Bi l l  Barbour,  and Car l  Fr i tzges.

PFE Reefer
1l1e have made some nice progress on our  ref r igerator  car  jn  La Mesa,  a1so.  Again,  the car 's  under-

qea r  has  rece i ved  a  l o t  o f  a t t en t i on .  I t s  whee l i ,  t r ucks ,  and  b rake  ha rdware  have  a l l  been  c leaned  up
ind painted.  This car  has been worked on by t {orm Hj l l ,  S leye l lor r is ,__Ken Fal ler ,  B i l l  Barbour,  and
Geof f  Shepherd.  Th ' is  is  tough,  f i l thy work but  our  in- town exhib i t  now real ly  looks sharp.

SMV Rai lbus
l t a l t  Vaughan  con t j nues  to  wo rk  on  the  ra i l bus ,  eng ine .  He  has  i ns ta l l ed  new spa rk  p lugs ,  co i1s ,

w i r i ng  and  mar i y  new eng ine  pa r t s .  He  i s  ve ry  ca re fu l . and  i s .do ing  a . f i r s t  c l ass  j ob .  l , Ja1 t  keeps  a  dona -
t i on  

- can  
nea rby  du r i ng -h i s  Sunday  a f t e rnoon  work  sess ions  and  many  v i s j t o r s  have  been  " f eed ing  the  k i t t y "

to encourage h im to keep p lugging away.

Carr iso Gorge
g l i v i a  Neece  con t j nues  to  s t r i p  t he  ca r ' s  i n te r i o r  wa l l s .  I  t h i nk  i t  i s  wonde r fu l  how  she  works  on

th j s  1910  Pu l lman  ca r  a ' lmos t  en t i r e ' l y  by  he rse l f .  The  ca r ,  f o rmer l y  owned  by  SD&A bu i l de r  J .  D "  Sp re -
cke l s ,  i s  t he  museum 's  mos t  h i s to r j ca l l y ' impo r tan t  passenge r  ca r .  You  can  he lp  0 l i v . i a  by  com ing  ou t  t o
he lp -c lean  the  o ld  pa in t  o f f  t he  ca r  o r  s imp ly  dona te  w t ra t  you  _can  to  keep .  he r -  i n  pa in t  s t r i ppe r  and
s teb l  woo l .  0 l j v i a . i s  an  i n te r i o r  des igne r  f r om Los  Ange les  and  i s  eve ry  i nch  a  l ady ,  bu t  when  she  ge ts
he r  wo rk ' i ng  c l o thes  on  and  wades  fea r l ess l y ' i n to  t he  t oughes t  res to ra t . i . on  i ob  a t  t he  museum,  she  shows
eve rybody  i ne  i s  made  o f  t oughe r  s tu f f  t han  he r  pe t i t e  s ta tu re  wou ld  i nd i ca te .  0 l i v i a  i s  ou r  res to ra t i on
hero of the month !

SD&A Coaches
A lo t  o f  wo rk  has  been  done  on  the  conve rs ion  o f  t he  s i x  E r i e  Lackawanna  ca rs  i n to  t ou r i s t  ca rs .

The f i rs t  three now have rubber " tube" safety d iaphragms bui l t  by Dick t lc ln ty 'e  and J im Hami11.  Many
w indow f rames  have  been  sandb las ted ,  p r imered ,  reg ' l azed  and  pa in ted  Pu l lman  g reen .  Dozens  o f  l i gh t  f i x -
t u res  have  been  sandb las ted  and  p r imered .  Wood  a rmres ts  have  been  s t r i pped ,  res ta ined ,  and  re ins ta l l ed
in  seve ra l  ca rs .  One  ca r  has  a lmos t  one  who le  end  nea r  t he  f l oo r  rep ' l aced .  The  f i f t h  one  was  recen t l y
sandblasted by HYDR0DYNAI.IICS SAI{DBLASTING C0. and painted by Bob Toledo. The museum now has three cars
painted Pul lmin green and two more cars pr imered.  Spec' ia1 thanks must_go to.  J im Hami l l ,  who works con-
l tant ly  on these cars.  Ken Helm has worked many days on what  seems l ' ike "hundreds" of  windows.  Paul
Borte l i ,  Ted Kornweibel ,  Char les Alban,  Dick ! , lc Intyre,  i lorm Hi l l ,  Car ' l  Fr i tzges,  John Buzzel I ,  Tanya
Rose,  and Greg and Peter  Henry have a l  worked on th is  car  s ince the last  REP0RT.

sD&A 104
Sk ' i p  Ca r l i s l e  and  h i s  boys  Ea r l  and  Rober t  a re  s t i 11  ch ipp ing  rus t  o f f  t h i s  l ocomot i ve  and  have

seve ra l  l a r t s .  A f t e r  t h i r t y  yea rs  o f  neg iec t ,  i t  doesn ' t  t ake  l ong  fo r  Sk ip  and  h i s  boys  to  make  a
b le  den t  i n  t he  decay  tha t  was  once  so  ev iden t  on  th i s  eng ine .

b y  N o r m  H i l l

pa'i nted
not  i  ce-

Yummy For The Tummy Dept.
One of  the n icer  in ter ludes for  those of  us who were repa' in t ing the La Mesa Depot  was chow t ' ime.  t t label

Perrapato whipped up a desser t  which is  too good not  to  share wi th you,  too.  I ts  a t reasured fami ly  rec ipe and
b r i ngs  back  many  fond  memor ies  t o  he r  o f  spec ia l  occas ions  when  th j s  was  se rved  by  he r  mom.  I 'm  su re  you '11
l i k e  i t '  t o o !  

M A R Y , '  A P P L E  P U D D I N G
6 - 8  a p p l e s  p e e e l e d  &  s l i c e d ,  *  c u p  s u g a r  ( *  w h i t e  &  i  b r o w n ) .  P l a c e  a p p l e s  i n  b a k i n g  d i s h  ( 9 x 9 ) ,

sp r i nk le  app les  w i t h  suga r ,  add  c innamon  o r  l emon  to  t as te .'  
M ix  t he  f o l l ow ing  

-  
3 /4  cup  f1ou r ,  3 /4  cup  oa tmea l ,  1  cup  b rown  suge r ,  i  t sp .  soda ,  1  t sp .  sa1 t .

M ix ' t i 1  c rumb ' l y ,  sp r i nk le  ove r  app . l es ,  p ress  f i rm ly .  Me l t  i  1b .  o1eo ,  pou r  ove r  t op .  Spn ink le  coco -
nut  or  nutmeats-over  top.  Bake at  350 degrees for  45 minutes.  Serves 8.  (Can top wi th whipped cream
or  Coo l  | . l h i p ,  i f  des i red . )



IT'S A FAMILY AFFAIR
0 l i v i a  N e e c e ' i s  s h o w n  h e r e  r e m o v i n g  s i x t y

yea rs  o f  o1d  pa in t  f r om the  i n te r i o r  o f  t he  Ca r -
r i so  Gorge ,  one - t ime  p r i va te  ca r  o f  t he  I as t
ra i l r oad  t ycoon ,  J .  D .  Sp recke l s ,  P res iden t  o f
t he  San  D iego  and  A r i zona  Ra i lway  f rom 1906  to
h i s  d e a t h  t n  L 9 2 6 .  T h i s  c a r  s a t  f o r  n e a r l y  t h i r -
t y  yea rs  i n  t he  San  D iego  Coun ty  Fa i rg rounds  a t
De l  Mar  and  i n  a l l  o f  t ha t  t ime  no  one  eve r  saw
the ornate marquetry and gorgeous hardwood ven-
nee rs  t ha t  a re  j us t  now  be ing  fu l l y  revea led .
A f t e r  S s p r e c k e l s ' d e a t h .  t h e  S . P .  a c q u i r e d  t h e
ca r  and  remode led  i t  i n to  a  company  med ica l  ex -
am ina t i on  ca r  and  pa in ted  eve ry th ing  a  d ' i sgus t i ng
" i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g r e e n " .

The  ca r  was  dona ted  to  t he  f a i r  ope ra to rs  i n
the  ea r l y  1950 ' s  and  was  l e f t  i n  t he  cus tody  o f
the now defunct  San Di  ego Ra' i  lway Hi  s tor i  ca l
Soc ie t y ,  who  opened  the  ca r  t o  t he  pub f i c  on l y
two weeeks each year  at  fa i r  t ime.  The car  was
dona ted  to  PSRMA in  1982  and  the  f i r s t  w indow
panel  t las prompt ly  s t r ipped to reveal  the beaut i -
f u l  1910  Pu l  lman  c ra f t smansh j  p  t ha t  had  been
h idden  fo r  so  many  yea rs .

S i  nce  be i  ng  ro I  I ed  t o  Campo  on  i  t s  own
whee ls  i n  1983 ,  t he  Ca r r i so  Gorge  has  been  the
h igh l  i gh t  o f  a l  l  wa l k  i ng  t ou rs  o f  t he  museum.
About  hal f  the car  has been st r ipped by museum
vo lun tee rs  i n  t he  l as t  f ew  yea rs ,  bu t  no  one  has
done  as  much  as  0 l i v i a ,  who  keeps  coming  back
for  more.

0 l i v i a  i s  t he  w j fe  o f  member  Tony  Neece ,
a  requ la r  b rakeman  on  ou r  S .D .&  A .  c rew .  She
k n e w - s h e  c o u l d n ' t  b e a t  h i m ,  s o  s h e  h a d  t o  j o i n
h im  i n  t he  mu l t i - f ace ted  ra i lway  p rese rva t i on
hobby.  l . le  are sure g lad she chose the Carr iso
Gorge  as  he r  p ro jec t .  The  ea r l y  resu l t s  a re
soectacul  ar  !

( 1 .  Rose  pho to )

Here ' s  ano the r  l adY  who  works  ha rd
fo r  t he  museum as  a  regu la r  SD&A t i cke t
c lerk.  This photo shows l {ancy Getz,
w i f e  o f  T ra inmas te r  Don  Ge tz ,  wo rk ing
in  t he  t i c ke t  and  i n fo rma t i on  boo th .

Nancy  pu ts  i n  a t  l eas t  two  week -
ends a month at  the museum and has been
c le rk  i ng  f o r  ou r  SD&A Ra i  lway  s ince
se rv i ce  began  i n  Janua ry ,  1986 .

Thanks  to  NancY  and  Don  and  the
many other  members who run our  SD&A
Ra i lway ,  v l e  now have  a  ve ry  success fu l
f und ra i se r  a t t r ac t i ng  eve r  g row ing  num-
be rs  o f  v i s i t o r s  t o  t he  museum.

Somet ime next  Year we hoPe to be
ab le  t o  move  Nancy  and  the  SD&A ope ra -
t i on  i n to  t he  res to red  Campo  DePo t ,
w h e r e  t i c k e t s  w i l l  b e  s o l d  o v e r  a n  o a k
coun te r  w i t h  an  o ld - t ' ime  w i re  cage  en -
c l o s i n g  a n  o f f i c e  w i t h  a  r o 1 1  t o p  d e s k
and  te leg raph  equ ipmen t .  Soon  ou r
v i s i t o r s  a n d  s t a f f e r s  a l  i k e  w i I I  s h a r e
in  t he  ra j l r oad  expe r i ence  tha t  w i l l  be
comp le te  and  t rad i t i ona l  i n  eve ry  way .

( 1 .  R o s e  p h o t o )

The Russ Kimball Memorial Fund
The  museum Fac i l i t i es  Depa r tmen t  has  dec jded  to  memor ia l i ze  t he i r  f und  ra j . s i ng  e f f o r t ' i n  hono r  o f

t i r e  l a te  Russ  K imba l l ,  t he  museum 's  f j r s t  c i v i l  eng inee r .  Russ  had  many  favo r i t e  p_ r_o jec t s_  tha t_he  had
done  the  des ign  work  on ,  i nc lud ing  thg  gan t r y  c rane ,  t he  wa te r  t ank ,  t he  re ta in ing  wa l . l  and  l o t s ,o f  t r ack
wo ip .  A l  Kee i i l ,  a l so  i  r e t i r ed  i i v i ' t  eng ' i nee r ,  has  p i cked  up .  whe re  Russ  l e f t  o f f  and  needs  fund ing  sup -
po . i  t o  f o l l ow  t i r r ough  on  manJ  museum fad j l i t i es_p ro jec t s .  Members  a re  encou raged  to  send  dona t i ons  to
ih1s  fund  to  keep  p ro ' j ec t s  go ing  wha t  a re  l  i t e ra l1y  t he  unde rp inn ings  o f  t he  en t i r e  museum.

4



EXCURSION COMMITTEE NEWS
From Ann l {cVeagh,  Director ,  to_The Excurs. ion Commit tee:  Comine Gal lagher,  Coordinator ;  Sylv ia Montero,

one-day specia. l  reservat ions whiz;  Ri ta C1ord,  Shi r ley S ' impson and new member NNary Toomey,  tour  guides;  and
last ,  but  not  1east ,  B i l l  Groya' in_Palrn Spr ings,  l large and Bob Provost  at  Morena,  l {orm H' i I l  and JaLk 0 'Lexey,
ou r  f oo t  t r oops , .  p i t ch ing  i n  t o  he lp  wheneve r  and  whereve r  needed .  l ' , l ' i t hou t  t hese  g rea t  peop le  and  the i r  sup6 r
he lp  and  en thus iasm the re  wou ld  be  no  excu rs ions ,  o r  Excu rs ion  Commi t t ee .  Th ree  chee rs ,  huzzahs  and  a  cham-
pagne  toas t  t o  a l  I  I

EXCURSI0N NOTES:  The  Excu rs ion  Commi t t ee  has  been  ha rd  a t  wo rk  se t t i ng  up  the  1987 /88  season  o f  t ou rs
and  excu rs ions .  One  t r i p  has  come and  gone ,  t he  Empa lme /Guaymas  excu rs ion  to  t ou r  t he  Pac i f i co  Ra i l r oad  shops
and  v i s i t  t he  reso r t  t own  o f  Guaymas .  The  g roup  rode  down  i n  Jack  S tode l l e ' s  beau t j f u l  o l d  Pu l lman  the  "Mar ia
E l e n a " ,  b a s e d  i n  M e x i c a l i .  I t ' i s  a n  8 - 2 - I ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  j t  h a s  e i g h t  o p e n  s e c t i o n s ,  t w o  b e d r o o m s  a n d  a
d raw ing  room.  Grea t  ca r !  We  en joyed  ou r  t ou r  o f  t he  shops  i n  Empa lme  desp i t e  t he  hea t ,  and  saw a  l o t  o f  h j s -
t o r i c  ca rs ,  p l u_s - -new ca rs  and  o lde r  ca rs  and  l ocomot i ves  i n  va ry ing  s tages  o f  ove rhau l  and /o r  repa i r .  The
on l y  rema in ing  41Co .  fA ' s ,  a re  t he re ;  t he  bes t  one  i s  schedu led  fo r  renova t i on  t he  f i r s t  o f  t he  yea r ,  acco rd ing
!o  ou r  hos t  and  g .u ide ,  An ton io  Pad i l l a .  S r .  Pad i l l a  a l so  p resen ted  the  g roup  w i th  a  g i f t  f o i  t he  museum,  a
" d o g "  s p i k e  u s e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  M e x i c a n  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  i s  m o u n t e d  o n  a  p i a q u e  a n d  h e  i n c l u d -
e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  w i t h  t h e  g i f t .  I t  w i l l  b e  o n  d i s p l a y  a t  t h e  m u s e u m .

A l though  the  hea t  was  i n tense ,  ou r  ha rdy  passenge rs  we re  happy  w i th  t he  t ou r  and  ou r  s tay  a t  t he  1ove1y
o ld  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c  ho te1 ,  t he  P laya  de  Cor tez  on  the  beach  a t  Guaymas .  We  hope  to  repea t  t hd  t r j p  i n  Feb ru -
a r y ,  ' B B .

Look ing  ahead ,  ou r  " i n famous"  one -day  t r i p  t o  Pue r to  Pe f tasco  i s  schedu led  fo r  November  7 th .  We  have  o r -
de red  coaches  th i s  t ime ,  so  g rab  you r  g roup  and  j o i n  t he  f un l  I t s  de f i n ' i t e l y  one  o f  t he  w j  l de r  ways  to  sup -
p0rr  y0ur  museum.

Now fo r  some th ing  d i f f e ren t ! !  | . l e  a re  o f f e r i ng  a  ga la  New Year ' s  Eve  t ra in  t r i p  t o  Pue r to  Pe f rasco .  We
w i l l  l eave  Mex i ca l i  on  December  31s t  on  the  even ing  t ra in  aboa rd  t he  p r i va te  l ounge  ca r ,  "Mex i ca l i  Rose"  t l Je
w i l l  see  the  new yea r  i n  aboa rd  t he  t ra in ,  champagne  and  a l l .  The re  w i l l  be  a  co innec t i ng  cha r te red  bus  f rom
San  D iego  to  t ake  us  t o  t he  t r a in  and  b r i ng  us  back  on  Sa tu rday ,  Janua ry  2nd .  The  cos t  f o r - t h i s ,  ou r  f i r s t  New
v o r r t c  F r r o  c n o n i r l  w i l l  b e  $ 1 9 5  p e r  p e r s o n  ( $ Z O  s i n g l e  s u p p l e m e n t )  a n d  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a l l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  h o t e l
f o r  two  n igh ts ,  New Year ' s -  Eve  pa r t y  on  the  t ra in ,  New Year ' s  day  d inne r  and  the  se rv i ces  o f  a  b i -1 ingua1
g u i d e ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  f u n  o f  d o i n g  s o m e t h j n g  r e a 1 1 y  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  a  c h a n g e !  T h i s  t r i p  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  3 0
pagsengers-  There wi l l  be no f lyer ,  no other  announcement.  To hold your  p1ace,  send $100 to Ann l t lcVeagh (pay-
ab le  t o  PSRMA) ,  P .0 .  Box  381 ,  Nes to r ,  CA  92053 .  Fo r  f u r t he r  i n fo rma t i on ,  ca l l  Ann  a t  1 -706 -680 -2526  even jhq -s .
I f  yo_u ' re  us ing  Sp r i n t ,  be  su re  t o  d ia l  10288  be fo re  d ia l i ng  t he  "1 " .  C red i t  ca rds  a re  a l so  accep t6d .

The  November  t r i p  ! q  9oppq r  l a -nyon  j s  so ld  ou t ,  bu t  t he re  i s  s t i 11  space  ava i l ab le  on  the  Ap r i l  t . r i p .
Cqn lqg !  Sh i r l ey  S impson  (619 -463 -3791 )  f o r  de ta i l s .  l r ' l e  a re  a l so  p lann ing  a  summer  Coppe r  Canyon  t r i p  i n  Augus t
of  1988.  l^ la tch for  the announcement and deta i ls .
_  T h e  b i g _ n e w s  f o r  n g l t  y e a r  i s  a  t w o  w e e k  t r i p  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  t o  s a m p l e  r a i l r o a d i n g ' i n  E n g l a n d ,  S c o t -
1and ,  and  l ^ l a l es .  l , i e  w j l l  l eave  on  o r  abou t  Sep tember  l s t ,  by  a i r  t o  London ,  on  to  Yo rk ,  Ed inbu rgh ,  I nve rness
and  the  Sco t t i sh  H igh lands .  Head ing  back  sou th  v i a  G lasgo t ^ r ,  Ches te r ,  we  w i l l  spend  t ime  r i d i ng  the  l i t t l e
s team ra i lways  i n  Wa les .  S ide  t r i ps - to  Po r t smou th  and  S to i rehenge  a re  be ing  p lanned ,  p lus  l o t s  mo ie .  I t  w i l l
be  a  wonde r fu l  t r i p l  Fo r  i nqu i r i es  and /o r  sugges t i ons ,  ca l l  La r r y  Rose  (619 -469 -3064 )  o r  Ann  McVeagh .  Wa tch
the  REP0RT fo r  de ta i l s .

One  l as t  no te :  I f  you  a re  i n te res ted  i n  becomjng  a  member  o f  t he  Excu rs ion  Comm' i t t ee ,  p l ease  con tac t  one
o f  u s ;  o r  i f  y o u  h a v e  t r i p  i d e a s ,  t e l l  u s !

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT NEWS

sP 2353
.  Onq of  the_tough.est  iobs f_acing - the steam g!g ' i le  l rgops dur ing the f i rs t  phase of  th is  pro ject  was turn ing

the  tende r  whee l s  and  ax les .  The  ax les  we re  p i t t ed  w i ! h  rus t  spo ts  a f t e r  t h i r t y  yea rs  o f  s i t t ' i ng  unp ro tec ted
in  t he  fa i rg rounds .  A f te r  c r i bb ing  up  the  b ig  Vande rb i l t  t ende r  and  ro l l i ng  ou t  t he  t r ucks ,  t he  c i ew  i j i sassem-
b led  eve ry th ing  and  packed  the  whee l  se t s  o f f  t o  t he  Pac i f i c  F ru i t  Exp ress  fac i f i t y  i n  Tucson ,  A r i zona .  The
wheels were loaded aboard a rented f la tbed t ruck and dr iven to the P.F.E.  shop by Joe Beard.  Joe stayed over
un t i l  t he  j ob  was  done  and  d rove  the  t ruck  back  to  Campo .  J im  Lundqu i s t  f ound  ou t  t ha t  t he  P .F .E .  shop  cou ld
turn the ax les cheaper than anyone and made the arranqements.

T le  nex t  s tep  w i l l  be  t o  resu r face  the  bea r i ngs  to  f i t  t he  new ax le  p ro f i l e .  Doug  l l i c k  i s  i nvo l ved  i n
th i s  a l ready .  Meanwh i l e ,  t he  t u rbo  gene ra to r  has  been  taken  apa r t  f o r  r epa i r s .  S tan  Pau l sen  has  been  do inq
work on the innards of  th is  par t .  0 thers ' involved in the mechanjcal  work have been John Ashman, J im Rasmussenl
and John Buzzel l .

! , l h ' i  l e  t h i s  was  go ing  on , - t he  t ende r  body  was  sandb las ted  and  pa ' i  n ted  by  t { o rm  H i l l .  T rac ings  o f  t he  o r i g i -
nal  le t_ter ing were nade by J im Rasmussen and Lamy Rose before th js  was done.  The sandblast ing revealed ihe
or ig inal  number of  the tender.  I t  once was at tached to S.P.  2-10-2 #3682.

The business end of  #2353 has seen a lo t  of  work by Dan Haggarty  and new member Herb Savage,  who have been
sc lap i t l g  and  c ' l ean ing  yea rs  o f  c rud  f rom va r i ous  pa r t s .  He rb  has  spen t  seve ra l  weekends  go ing  ove r  t he  cab  o f
t h i s  b ig  s teamer  and  i s  a  supe r  examp le  o f  a  new member  j ump ing  i n  w i t h  bo th  f ee t  and  he lp ing  where  he  can .

sD&A 1820 KCC 103
Work on MRS-I  #1820 has been temporar i ly  suspended whi le  the tender of  #2353 has the

b le  t o  do  the  ou ts ide  l i f t i ng  wo rk  need  on  #1820 ,  t he  c rew  sh i f t ed  t he i r  a t t en t j on  t o  ou r
He lm and  D ick  Cupp  have  been  work ing  on  th i s  eng ine  repa i r i ng  o ld  vanda l  damage  j n  t he
work under the hood.

sD&A 1809
Department  Super intendent  Geof f  Scheuerman and h is  t roops have a lso been keeping our

in good order .  "Dr .  Scheuerman" does most  of  the "stethoscope" work on #1809 to detect
cough  and  take  ac t j on  as  requ i red  to  keep  th i s  120  ton  l ocomot i ve  i n  t he  p ' i nk  o f  hea l t h .

t r ack  b locked .  Una -
1947  A lCo  RS-2 .  Ken
cab  and  do ing  wrench

SD&A excu rs ion  t ra in
any  s l i gh t  wheeze  o r



B.O.T. SEEKS NAME CHANGE by  M i  chae ' l  J .  0 ' Lea ry

The Museum would l ike to ask help f rom members and supporters of  PSRMA in get t ing ready for  our  b ig new
expans ion  p ' l an ,  RA IL  SAN D IEG0 .  A t  f he  l as t  Boa rd  mee t i ng  on -  Sep tember  22 ,  1987 ,  . t he  resu l t s  o f  t he  f eas i -
U i i i t y  s tu i l y  f 6 r  t he  $1 .25  m j l l i on  p lan  were  p resen ted .  Two  o f  t he  conc lus ions  o f  t he  s tudy  were  d i scussed  i n
de ta i i  and  i he  Boa rd  he ld  o f f  on  f i na l  ac t i on  un t j l  t he  nex t  schedu led  mee t i ng .

One  fac t  t ha t  emerged  i n  i n te rv iews  w i th  commun i t y  l eade rs  was  tha t  mos t  San  D iegans . !uy . . neve r  hea rd  o f
or  do not  remember anyt f ing about  the Paci f jc  Southwest  Rai lway Muse.um. -Among those_who th ink they know about
the  1 luseum mos t  con f l se  i i  w i t h  t he  San  D iego  Mode l  Ra i lway  Museum in  Ba lboa  Pa rk .  The re  i s  a  ve ry  c l ea r  need
fo r  a  ma jo r  pub l i c  re la t i ons  p rog ram by  the -Museum i f  we  expec t  t o  become.be t te r  known ,  _and -espec . i a11y ' i f _we
hope to ia ise suf f  ic ient  money fo i  our  

-expansion 
and ' improvement  p lan_s.  This mus_t-  be a wel l  _p ' l  anned,  centra ' l  

' ly

organized publ ic  re lat ions e i for t ,  and th is  has begun wj th the he1p.  of  Dave Slater  and Board members Rene
Scheuerman and John Parker .  They would appreciate any help or  suggest ions,you might  h-ave.  . .

The  second  s tudv  conc lus ion -was  tha t  t he  name "Pac i f i c  Sou thwes t  Ra i lway  Museum Assoc ia t i on "  was  too  cum-
be rsome and  con fus in i l ;  i t  f a j l s  t o  t e1 l  much  i n fo rma t i on  abou t  t he  Museum and  i t  l acks .  any  i den t j f i ca t i on  w ' i t h
San D. iego,  the main 66pulat ion center in the area.  A number,gf  people in terv iewed wondered i f  i t  was connected
w j th  pa i i i i c  Sou thwes t  A ' i r ' l i nes .  Even  the  j n ' i t i a l s  a1one ,  PSRMA,  a re  un revea l ' i ng  and  con fus ing .

In  sho r t ,  t he re  ex i s t  s t rong  marke t i ng  and  pub l i c  re la t i ons  reasons .why  the  name shou ld  be  changed .  _The
obvious t ime io change the name- is  before star t ing a major  press campaign and membersh ' ip  dr ive,  and before
adding new member benef i ts .

i lames that  have been submjt ted to the Board for  consjderat ion are:  The San Diego Rai lway Museum, The
Tra in  Museum o f  San  D iego ,  Ra i l  San  D iego ,  and  Sou the rn  Ca l j f o rn ja  Ra i l r oad  Museum.  The  Boa rd  wou ld  l  i ke -you r
opin ion and your  suggesl ions.  Please i ,holg De,v_e- lopment  Direct_or  i l ike 0 'Leary Monday or  Tuesday f rom L0:00-
4 ' :30 at  233- igOB or"6venings/weekends i t  SqA-A8SS. You may a lso subm' i t  wr i t ten comments and suggest ions by
ma i l i ng  t o  h jm  a t  250  Ca l l e  de  Se reno ,  Leucad ia ,  CA  92024 .

Tf ie  f i rs t  person submit t ' ing the name eventua ' l ly  se lected by the Board wi l l  receive a one year  pass on the
SD&A excu rs ions .  Resu l t s  w i l l  be  announced  ' i n  t he  REP0RT.

(The  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees  asked  the  REP0RT ed i t o r  t o  p r i n t  t he  above  a r t i c l e  by  t he i r  consu l t an t  w i t hou t  ed . i t i ng
ihe text  or  making any edi tor ia l  cornments.  Members are encouraged t -o r_ead-_th.e proposa' l  carefu l ly  and respond
d i rec t l y  t o  The  Bo -a rd -o f  T rus tees ,  PSRM,  4695  Ra j l r oad  Ave . ,  La  Mesa  CA 92041 . )

FUNDRAISING PLANS by  M ichae l  J .  0 ' Lea ry

Gett ing Into Training
The  museum 's  t r a i n  ope ra t i ng  c l asses  a re  s ta r t . i ng  aga in  t h i s  f a l l .  I f  you  m issed  the  f l ye r  t ha t  was

The  Museum i s  p repa red  to  l aunch  a  $1 .25  m i l l i on  f und ra i s i ng  d r i ve  t o  comp le te  ou r  res to ra t i on  p rog ram fo r
the  nex t  f i ve  yea r i ,  bu j l d  a  new museum in  Ba lboa  Pa rk ,  and  ex tend  ou r  ra j l  ope ra t i on .  Obv ious l y '  mos t  o f
th is  money wj lT not  come f rom the membership.  The Board of  Trustees is  work ing to in teres. t - -major .  donors and
cont l ibut6rs,  corporat ions and foundat ions in  th ' is  exc ' i t ing pr ,o_ject .  However,  the Museum st i l l  needs help f rom
i t s  members  i nd  l bng  t ime  suppo r te rs .  Hope fu l l y ,  $100 ,000  w i l l  come  f rom Museum member  dona t i ons .  A f te r  a l l ,
i f  we are not  commi i ted to the Museum's growth and future,  why should anyone e lse be?

There  a re  f i ve  ways  o f  he lp ing  the -Museum ' i n  t h ' i s  campa ign .  1 .  Bes ides  you r  members .h ip ,  g i ve  money - -
wha t  you  can ,  ' i f  you  c ln .  2 .  Adv i se  us  i f  you  work  f o r_a  co rpo ra t i on  t ha t  n igh t  g i ve .ma tch ' i ng  g ran ts  f o r  em-
ployeL volunieer  hours or  contr ibut ions.  Many corporat ions do--even sma11 comp-anie-s that  are owned by other
iar-qe companies.  Recent ly  one Museum member was inst rumental  in  obta in ing an $1,800 grant  f rom IBM, her  hus-
band ' s  em i l l oye r .  A l l  she -had  to  do  was  vo lun tee r  t ime  to  t he  Museum,  f . i l l  ou t  a  f o rm  and  wr j t e  a  l e t t e r .  i t
cost  her  bnly  a 22f  s tamp. I f  you th ink your  company might  have a matchi -n-g or_volunteer  program,.  ca l l  us and
we  can  check - i t  ou t  f o r  you .  Many  compan ies  even  ma tch  membersh ip  dues  do l l a r  f o r  do l l a r  w i t h  t he i r  emp loyees .
Th i s  j s  an  easy  way  to  doub le  t he  e f f ec t i veness  o f  you r  con t r i bu t i on  o r  membersh ip  dues .  3 . .  The re  a re -many
ways of  donat i r ig  apprec ' ia ted real  estate,  cars,  boats,  s tock and other  i tems and receiv ing maior- tax benef i ts .
F r i quen t l y ,  t he - ta i  bene f i t  can  be  rece i ved  now by  the  dono r ,  wh i l e  t he  dono r  can  s t i l l  r e ta in  l i f e  t ime  use  o f
o r  i ncome- f rom the  p rope r t y .  0 r ,  t he  dona t i on  may  occu r  a f t e r  dea th , . t h rough  a  w i l l  o r  t r us t .  I n  many  cas99 :
the  fam i l y  can  ac tua lTy  Ue  i n  an  improved  f i nanc ia l  cond i t i on  by  mak ing  a ,dona t i on  t o  a  non -p rg f i t ,  and  s t i 11
have  the  i a t i s fac t i on  and  recogn i t ' i on  o f  p l ay ing  an  impor tan t  ro le  i n  t he  f u tu re  g row th  o f  t he  Museum.  4_spe -
c i f i c  means  o f  con t r i bu t i ng  can  be  cus tom des igned  to  bes t  su i t  you  and  you r  f am i l y ' s  needs .  P lease  ca1 l  f o r
i n fo rma t i on .  4 .  Membersh ip  ca tego r i es  have  been  rev i sed .  Eve ry  member  o f  t he  Museum w i l l  r ece i ve  new bene -
f i t s  w i t h  t he i r  membersh ip .  Thes -e  may  i nc lude  Museum p ins ,  t r a i n  r j des /passes ,  ha ts ,  pe l t  buck les '  l i f e t ime
passes ,  ra i l r oad  wa tches  and  more .  The re  w i l l  be  s l i gh t  cos t  i nc rease  i n  t he  me_mbersh ip  due_s .  .P lease  renew
your  m6mbersh ip  as  soon  as  you  can - - t h i nk  o f  g i v i ng  f am i l y  Museum membersh . ' i ps  as  Ch r i s tma :  g i f t s . t o  f r i ends  o r
iami ly .  Help broaden the membersh ' ip  base of  the Museum in November,  December,  January.  5.  Vis i t  the Museum.
Rjde ihe t ra in.  Volunteer  your  help i f  you can or  le t  the many volunteers know you support  and appreciate the
work they do.  Shop at  the Museum store in  Campo the next- . t ime yo_u.  are there.  Take an excurs ion to Puerto
pe f fasco . 'Come to  t he  nex t  qua r te r l y  mee t i ng  and  en joy  t he  f i lm  o r  s l ' i de  p resen ta t j on .  En joy  t he  Museum.  Make
the  mos t  o f  i t .

P lease  ca l l  M ike  0 ' Lea ry  a t  ( 619 )233 -7908  o r  944 -8858  (even ings )  i f  you  wou ld  l i ke  t o  know more  abou t  ways
o f  mak ing  a  dona t j on ,  t ax  b -ene f i t s , ' i f  you  know someone  o r  some  company  tha t  may  he1p ,  o r  i f  you  th ink  you
cou ld  he lp  i n  any  way .

ma i l ed  ou t  sepa ra te l y  a  f ew  weeks  ago ,  you  can  s t i 11  ge t  i n  on  the  c lasses .  Make  up  t ime  fo r  l a te  comers
can be worked out  wi th Professor  Dick Ruppert  at  the museum, or  ca l  I  h im at  (619)459-2573.



MEMBERSHIP NEWS by Tanya Rose

PSRM w i l l  be  ce leb ra t i ng  i t s  25 th  ann i ve rsa ry  nex t  yea r  and  the  Boa rd  o f  T rus tee ' s  p roposed  RAILFAIR 'BB' i s  su re  t o  b r i ng  an  even  g rea te r  awareness  o f  t he  Museum to  t he  pub l i c  a t  l a rge .  We  can  take  immense  p r i de  i n
ou r  accomp l i shmen ts  and  i t  i s  my  p leasu re  t o  sa lu te  you ,  t he  gene ra l  membersh ip ,  f o r  be ing  the  backbone  o f  t h i s
o rgan i za t i on .  PSRM j s  go ing  and  g row ing  a t  an  unbe l i evab le  ra te  and  the  nex t  twen ty  f i ve  yea rs  can  on l y  l ead
to  even  g rea te r  he igh ts !  Thank  you ,  one  and  a l l  !

l Je  we l come a " l I  t he  newcomers  and  ex tend  ou r  app rec ia t i on  t o  t hose  who  have  upg raded  the i r  l eve l  o f  sup -
po r t .

CORPORATE/BUSII{ESS
Coster  Enterpr ises

SUSTAINING
Doug las  Ke r r  James  C .  Haugh

SUPPORTING
The Bramblet t  Fami ly  411en Maynard
The Kornweibel  Fami ly  Jef f rey D.  Sjnmons

M ' i chae l  ,  Anne  &  Kev i  n  0 ' Lea ry  &
L a n c e  A . ,  D o n n a  E . ,  E l i z a b e t h  &
Bob  Tu rne r  &  L inda  Gar i f a l
Edmund S.  & Marqaret  J .  Jones
t , J i l l i a m ,  J o ,  M i c h e l l e  &  J e f f  L a r s o n
S tephen ,  Beve r l y ,  S tev ie  &  J immy  Yu rkov i c
Gordon & Bet ty  Kauf fman
Roy ,  Shauna ,  Sean  &  Ky le  S tephens

D a v i d  &  D e n i s e  J o l l i f f e
Arthur  L.  & Beth Dom' iny
Meg & Cal  Bowman
Joe & Bet ty  Blackwood
J o h n  &  L u c i l l e  P a y n e ,  J r .

INDIVIDUAL
Earo  &  Wes te rn  R .R .
Sco t t  K .  Lew is
K a r e n  L .  W i l s o n

L IFE
#74 .  J im  Hake f i e l d  #75 .  Edw in  J .  Gaede

CONTRIBUTING
The  Char les  C la rk  Fami l y  The  Ohm Fami l y
Herber t  R.  Savage The Naf te l  Fami ly

R icha rd ,  A r l een ,  Mar ie ,  Co r i nne  &  Mark  Me l l i en
L a r r y  J . ,  P a t r i c i a  C . ,  M j c h a e l  &  M e l a n i e  | ^ l i l l i a m s

D a v ' i  d & N i n a | i a l l a c e
8 i 1 1 ,  L i n d a ,  K i m  &  M a t t  P a l m e r
Weston W. & Frances M. Warner
John & Mar ion Hankey
John  B .  &  Cor inne  Lew is
George & Mary Peace

FAMILY
Michael Hammerschmith
Stacy Leventhal

Per ry  C .  C la rk
D e l I  J e n k i n s
F r a n c i s  N .  S t i t e s

Renember ,  p l ease
to  you .  No t i f y  me  by

Ken Casford
L e o  J .  L e w i s
Mabel  E.  Perrapato

W i I l  i a m  F .  K i n n i c k
Be l  i nda  Lundqu ' i  s t

Dean Tedford
Rob But ts

wi l l  be forwarded
La  Mesa  CA 92041 .

not i fy  me of  any address change as we can' t  be sure i f  your  newslet ter
phone  (619 -469 -3064 )  o r  ca re  o f  t he  La  Mesa  Depo t ,  4695  Ra i l r oad  Ave . ,

RAILFAN PATROL NEWS by  D ick  Sch le i che r ,  D j rec to r

0n  Sa tu rday ,0c tobe r  17 th ,  I  had  the  d ' i s t i nc t  p l easu re  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  t he  San ta  Fe  Ra i lway  "Cen ten -
i a l  Ch ie f "  spec ia l  t r a i n  co rnmemora t i ng  100  yea rs  o f  se rv i ce  t o  t he  Los  Ange les  Bas in .  App rox ima te l y  two  dozen
chambers  o f  commerce ,  c i t i es ,  coun t i es ,  h i s to r " i ca l  r a i l r oad  g roups ,  San ta  Fe  and  Amt rak  co l l abo ra ted  to  mark
the  cen tenn ia l  o f  San ta  Fe  ope ra t i ons  a long  the  Second  Sub -d i v j s i on  be tween  Los  Ange les  and  San  Be rna rd ino .
E q u i p m e n t  m a k i n g  u p  t h e  t r a i n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i x  h i g h - 1 e v e l  c o a c h e s ,  a  h i g h - 1 e v e 1  l o u n g e  c a r  a n d  a  h i g h - 1 e v e . l
t r ans i t i on  ca r ,  ( a1 l  ex -E l  Cap i t an  equ ipmen t )  p l us  San ta  Fe ' s  s t rean l i ne  l ounge  ca r  #62  and  the i r  t r ack  i nspec -
t i on  ca r .  The  on l y  non -San ta  Fe  o r  ex -San ta  Fe  ca r  was  one  Amt rak  h igh -1eve l  Supe r l i ne r  coach .  0n  the  po in t
was  San ta  Fe  #5998  (SDFP45)  (once  used  to  power  t he  Supe r  Ch ie f  and  E l  Cap i t an ) ,  wh j ch  powered  the  t ra in .  Fo l -
l ow ing  was  f resh i y  pa in ted  Amt rak  #251  (F40PH)  to  p rov ide  head  end  power  t o  t he  ca rs .  I t  was  a  f es t i ve  occa -
s ion  w i th  many  o f  t he  r i de rs  and  o f f i c i a l s  j n  pe r i od  cos tumes  as  t he  t ra in  made  seven teen  "wh i s t l e  s tops "  a t
local  communi t ies for  presentat ions and proclamat ions.  PSRM member l { ' ichael  Gross of  "Fam' i1y Ties"  fame rode
the  t ra in  t o  speak  on  beha l f  o f  "0pe ra t i on  L i f esave r "  a t  each  o f  t he  s tops .  The  we l l  p l anned  even t  was
e x e c u t e d  f l a w l e s s l y  w i t h  o n e  e x c e p t i o n - - - w h i c h  j s  t h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  m y  w r i t i n g  t h i s ' i t e m .

Because  o f  i t s  ve ry  t i gh t  schedu le ,  t he  "Cen tenn ia l  Ch ie f "  spec ia l  t r a i n  had  p r i o r i t y  ove r  eve ry  o the r
t r a i n  o n  t h e  s u b - d i v i s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  A m t r a k ' s  " S o u t h w e s t  C h i e f "  w h i c h ,  i n  f a c t ,  h a d  t o  w a i t  a t  0 ' l g a .  A l l
f r e i gh t s  we re  rou ted  ove r  t he  Th i rd  Sub -d i v i s . i on .  I t  t hen  became s t range  fo r  t he  t r a in  t o  encoun te r  " t o rpedo"
s igna l s  t ha t  had  been  p laced  on  the  t rack  t o  s i gna l  a  t r a i n  o r  obs t ruc t i on  two  m i l es  ahead .  Fo l l ow ing  the
r u l e s  r e q u i r e s  t h e  t r a i n  t o  s l o w  t o  a  s p e e d  w h i c h - w o u l d  e n a b l e  i t  t o  s t o p  w ' i t h i n  o n e  h a l f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  v i l i o n ,
no t  t o  exceed  20  m.p .h .  Be tween  Los  Ange les  and  Pasadena  the  t ra in  expe r i enced  no  l ess  t han  e leven  o f  t hese
s igna l s .  The  ra i lway  po l i ce  i r nmed ia te l y  swung  j n to  ac t i on ,  s i nce  i t  became obv ious  tha t  t h j s  was  the  work  o f
vanda l s .  0n - t ra in  spec ia l  agen ts  immed ia te l y  con tac ted  spec ia l  agen ts  shadow ' i ng  t he  t ra ' i n  i n  pa t ro ' l  ca rs  and
c ross ings  where  ce remon ies  we re  to  t ake  p1ace .  0n - t ra in  ope ra t i ng  pe rsonne l  we re  a le r ted  to  l ook  f o r  susp i -
c i ous  spec ta to rs  a long  the  rou te .  The  San  Be rna rd ino  Coun ty  She r i f f ' s  Depa r tmen t  was  even  reques ted  and  p ro -
v ided  he l i cop te r  sweeps  ahead  o f  t he  t r a in .  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  no  one  was  caugh t .

Wha t  i s  sad ,  i s  t ha t  i t  i s  p resumed  tha t  t he  t o rpedoes  were  p laced  by  ra i l f an (s )  t o  s l ow  the  t ra jn  so  t ha t
they  cou ld  ge t  t he i r  p i c tu res  and  then  ge t  ahead  o f  t he  t r a in  t o  t he  nex t  pho to  l oca t i on .  Th i s  p resumpt ion  i s
based on the fact  that  they appeared to have been p laced by someone w' i th  a knowledge of  the operat ing ru les and
who  had  poss ib le  access  to  a  supp l y  o f  t he  t o rpedoes .  Fo r  obv ious  reasons ,  t h i s  case  i s  no t  c l osed ,  and  any -
one  who  may  have  any  i n fo rma t i on  wh i ch  cou ld  ass i s t  t he  San ta  Fe  Po l i ce  i s  reques ted  to  con tac t  t hem.  The
pe rson  tha t  engages  i n  t h i s  so r t  o f  vanda l i sm i s  t he  t ype  tha t  soone r  o r  l a te r  w i l l  b raq  abou t  wha t  he  d id .
The  tenac i t y  o f  t f r e  ra i lway  po l i ce  i s  we l l  known

In  1986  the re  we re  1 ,089  repo r ted  cases  o f  vanda l i sm in  t he  en t i r e  San ta  Fe  Sys tem.  Wh i l e  t h i s  down  f rom
t h e  1 , 4 3 1  c a s e s  i n  1 9 8 5 ,  i t  s t i 1 1  r e p r e s e n t e d  n e a r l y  a  $ 1  m i l l i o n  l o s s  t o  t h e  r a j l r o a d  a n d  w a s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e
$ 0 . 7  m i  l . l  i o n  l o s s  d u e  t o  t h e f t .

Eve ryone  can  he lp  i n  comba t i ng  ac t s  o f  vanda l i sm.  As  a  PSRM member ,  you  a re  i nv i t ed  t o  j o i n  t he  Ra i l f an
Pa t ro l  and  be  pa r t  o f  ou r  "eyes  and  ea rs  on l y "  g roup .  We  a re  ch ron i c  t r a i n  chase rs  ded i ca ted  to  ass i s t i ng  t he
r a i l r o a d  p o l i c e  i n  t h e i r  n e v e r  e n d i n g  b a t t l e  t o  k e e p  t h e  r a i l s  s a f e  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  c r e w n e n  a l i k e .  C a l l  m e ,
Dick Schle icher ,  at  223-L087 for  fur ther  in format ion.



(Ed ' i t o r ' s  no te :  Regu la r  museum vo lun tee r  Ed  Gaede  wa j ted  fo r  L i f e  Member  #75  to  t u rn  up  be fo re  renew ing  h i s
r i r embersh ip  f o r  a  l i f - e t ime  t r i p .  The  number  was  s ' i gn i f i can t  f o r  Ed  because  o f  an  j nc iden t  . i  n  h i s  ea r l y  ra j i r oad
days  on  the  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c .  H i s  s to ry  i s  r i ch  i n  ra j l r oad  l o re  f r om the  l as t  days  o f  S .P .  s team jn  Ca l i f o r -
n ia .  I t s  a  s l i ce  o f  l j f e  o f  an  e ra  now gone  fo reve r  and  as  wo r thy  o f  p rese rv ing  fo r  pos te r i t y  as  t he  phys i ca l
a r t i f ac t s  o f  r a i l r oad ing  a re .  I t  i s  a  p leasu re  t o  i nc lude  th i s  t r ad i t j on  packed  roundhouse  ya rn  i n  t h i s
i s s u e . )

Firing On #75 by Ed Gaede

Around  1 :30  j n  t he  morn ing ,  t he  c rew  ca l l e r  came  to  my  room a t  t he  Pa rk  Ho te l  j n  San  Lu i s  0b i spo .  I  was
ve ry  t i r ed  and  no t  t oo  p leased  to  t ake  the  ca l l  he  p resen ted  me .  I  was  nea r l y  exhaus ted  when  I  wen t  t o  bed
abou t  t h ree  hou rs  ea r l i e r  and  rea11y  needed  a  good  n igh t ' s  s1eep .  I n  t he  pas t  s i x teen  days ,  I  had  taken  seven -
teen  ca l l s  f o r  du t y ,  and  j us t  p r i o r  t o  t ha t  I  comp le ted  f i f t een  s tuden t  t r i ps ,  w r i t t en  t he  book  o f  r u ' l es ,  and
comp le ted  my  phys i ca l  exam in  o rde r  t o  be  qua l i f i ed  as  a  l ocomot i ve  f i r eman  on  the  Sou the rn  Pac j f i c .  I n  add i -
t i on  t o  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  I  comp ' l e ted  my  f i na l s  a t  San  Jose  S ta te  Co l l ege  fo r  my  second  yea r ' s  wo rk .  No t  a  bad  pe r -
formance for  a one month per iod.

Wh i l e  I  s i gned  fo r  t he  ca l l  t o  repo r t  f o r  he lpe r  du ty  a t  2 :25  a .n . ,  I  r emembered  th ink ing  I  was  se t  t o
" fa l l  in to"  the morning goat  which was open for  an extra-board f i reman.  When I  went  of f  dutv f rom a t r ip  f rom
} la t sonv i l l e  a t  7 :50  p .m . -  Th i s  was  my  hope .  2 :25  pu t  me  on  du ty  sho r t  r es ted  w j th  9 ' : 15 "  a la ins t  me .  bn  top
o f  t h i s ,  I  w a s n ' t  t o o  h a p p y  a b o u t  b e i n g ' i n  S a n  L u i s  0 b i s p o  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p 1 a c e ,  b u t  w i t h  o n l y  f o u r  d a y s  s e n i o r -
i t y  when  sen t ,  I  d i dn ' t  have  much  cho i ce .  Know ing  tha t  s team was  dead  sou th  o f  Wa tsonv i l l e  i n  June  o f  1956
a l so  added  to  my  g loomy  fee l i ng .  Eve ryone  who  knew any th ing  abou t  wha t  was  go ing  on ' i n  t he  mo t i ve  power  de -
pa r tmen t  sa id  t ha t  San  Jose  and  po in t s  no r th  i n  t he  Bay  a rea  wou ld  be  the  l as t  s t rongho ld  f o r  s team,  and  i t
wou ld  on ' l y  be  used  the  nex t  coup le  o f  yea rs  a t  bes t  du r i ng  peak  pe r i ods .

Du r ing  the  twe l ve  days  p r i o r  t o  t ak ing  the  ea r ' l y  morn ing  ca1 '1 ,  I  had  worked  the  hos t l e r  he lpe r  j ob  tw i ce .
Th i s  gave  me  a  l o t  o f  f r ee  t ime  to  poke  a round  the  roundhouse  and  l ook  ove r  t he  co l l ec t i on  o f  dus t y  2 -B -0 ' s ,
2 -8 -2 ' s  and  2 -10 -2 ' s  wh j ch  we re  a l l  s to red  se rv j ceab le ,  bu t  none  unde r  s team.  The  hos t l e r  I  wo rked  w i th  sa id
they  cou ld  be  used  any t ime ,  f o r  t r a f f i c  was  heavy  and  many  t ra ins  we re  l eav ing  town  on  the j r  t onnage  l im i t s  and
more  power  wou ld  soon  be  needed .  Ye t  many  o f  t he  S .P .  roundhouses  I  had  v i s i t ed  had  numerous  dead  eng ines
s to red ' i n  t hem,  so  I  f i gu red  these  ten  to  twe l ve  eng ines  wou ld  neve r  see  a  f i r e  aga in .

When  I  a r r i ved  a t  t he  c rew  d i spa tche r ' s  o f f i ce ,  s t i 11  ve ry  d rowsy ,  I  me t  my  eng inee r  f o r  t he  he lpe r  t r i p
up  Cues ta  Grade  to  San ta  Marga r i t a .  S ince  I  vvas  an  unknown  "g reen"  f i r eman ,  he  asked  a  l o t  o f  ques t i ons  con -
cern ing my exper ience.  l r lhen he to ld me we had 2-10-2 #3688 on 2/75,  Lhtngs suddenly became very in terest ing
and  my  d rows iness  was  gone .  The  eng inee r  was  ta l k i ng  w i th  t he  d i spa tche r  abou t  pu t t i ng  an  unqua l i f i ed  f i r eman
on  the  po in t  o f  a  passenge r  t r a i n  and  I  r eca l l  h im  say ing  tha t  no  o the r  f i r eman  was  ava i l ab le .  The  so lu t i on
was  to  l e t  t he  head  b rakeman  r i de  t he  cab  w i th  me  on  the  l e f t  s i de .  A f te r  a  f ew  phone  ca l l s  and  a  f ew  d i scuss -
i ons  i n  wh i ch  I  had  no th ing  to  say ,  we  l e f t  t he  o f f i ce  and  headed  fo r  t he  l ocomot j ve .  The re  was  some ta l k  o f
t ak ing  the  f i r eman  o f f  t he  road  eng ine ,  and  l e t t i ng  me  work  on  i t  t o  t he  t op  and  then  sw i t ch ,  bu t  f o r  r easons
I ' l l  e x p l a i n  1 a t e r ,  t h j s  w a s n ' t  m u c h  o f  a  s o l u t ' i o n .

Wh j l e  check ing  ove r  t he  eng ine  to  make  su re  t he  supp i i es  we re  a l l  t aken  ca re  o f ,  I  kep t  t h i nk ing  tha t  soon
ano the r  qua l i f i ed  f i r eman  wou ld  show up  and  I  wou ld  be  sen t  back  to  t he  Pa rk  Ho te l  on  a  ca l l  and  re lease .  Bu t
soon  the  eng inee r  waved  me  i n to  t he  cab  and  on  we  headed  toward  the  depo t  t o  awa i t  2 /75  con inq  i n  f r om L .  A .

S team fower  on  regu ia r  passenge r  t r a i ns  o f  t he  Coas t  D i v i s i on  had  become h i s to ry  i n  J i nua ry  o f  1955 .
The re  we re  some p ro tec t i on  movemen ts  w i t h  s team fo r  f a i l ed  un i t s  i n  t he  i n te r im ,  bu t  s team on  passenge r  was
ve ry  ra re  be low  San  Jose  a t  t h ' i s  l a te  da te .  When  the  ex t ra  passenge r  t r a i n  a r r i ved  w l th  a  b ig  4400  C iass
4 - B - 4 ,  I  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n  I  w a s n ' t  a s k e d  t o  f i r e  t h e  r o a d  e n g i n e .  T h e  e n g i n e e r  k n e w
no th ing  wou ld  be  ga ' i ned ,  f o r  l a te r  I  l ea rned  the  b ig  4400 ' s  we re  more  d i f f i cu l t  t o  hand le  t han  a  2 -70 -2 .

A f te r  p lac ing  #75  i n  t he  j nd j ca to r ,  we  coup led  on  the  head  end  o f  t he  4400  and  qu i ck l y  began  ou r  wo rk .
W ' i t h  s team nea r  t he  pop  a t  200  p . s . i .  and  a  f u l l  g l ass  o f  wa te r ,  o f f  we  wen t .  Soon  the  eng inee r  was  ove r  on  my
s jde  te l l i ng  me  to  f o rge t  abou t  t he  s tack ,  and  moved  the  f i r i ng  va l ve  f u r the r  ove r  t han  I  had  eve r  seen  one .
In  e i t he r  S in  Jose  o r  San  F ranc i sco  I  wou id  have  been  f i r ed  on  the  soo t  f o r  a l l  t he  b lack  smoke  tha t  came  ou t
tha t  s tack ,  bu t  t he  eng inee r  knew how bes t  t o  ge t  a1 l  ava i l ab le  f r om tha t  2 -10 -2 .  l . J i t h  t he  t h ro t t l e  i n  t he
company  pos i t i on ,  (w jde  open )  t he  b ig  eng ine  s teamed  eas i l y  and  the  feedwa te r  pump kep t  t he  g lass  f u l l .  Fo r  a
few  m inu tes  a l l  l ooked  pe r fec t ,  bu t  t he  eng inee r  ca l l ed  t he  head  man  ove r  and  ho l l e red  a  f ew  words  to  h im ,  t hen
a  sho r t  t ime  l a te r  ou r  eng ine  s l i pped  and  the  speed  d ropped .  | . I e  we re  j us t  ove r  t he  l ong  t res t l e  nea r  Go ld t ree
when  a l l  s topped .  We  t r i ed  t o  s ta r t  aga in  t o  no  ava i l .  I  was  qu i t e  conce rned ,  f o r  t he  heavywe igh t  Pu l lmans
were out  across the t rest le .  Af ter  a conference between the two enqineers and the conductor .  another  helper
was  o rde red  f rom S .1 .0 .  So ,  we  sa t  f o r  wha t  seemed  fo reve r  and  f i na l i y ,  a  s i ng le  GP-9  a r r i ved  and  coup led  oh to
the  rea r  end .  Soon  we  were  s low1y  on  ou r  way  much  de layed  toward  the  top .  I n  t he  t unne l s  we  used  the  resp i ra -
to rs ,  and  the  hea t  was  ex t reme ,  mos t l y  s team,  f o r  I  c l ea red  the  s tack  ca re fu l l y  be fo re  go ing  i n .  I t  mus t  have
rea11y  been  ho t  on  tha t  second  eng ine .  Soon  we  were  ove r  t he  t op  and  d r j f t i ng  down  to  San ta  Marga r i t a .  We  un -
coupled and went  around the wye and backed to the depot  for  orders.  We met the GP-9 and coupled together  for
t h e  t r i p  d o w n  t o  S . 1 . 0 .

0n  the  t r i p  down ,  we  pu l l ed  i n to  one  o f  t he  s i d ' i ngs  f o r  a  f r e i gh t .  My  eng inee r  wen t  back  to  t he  d jese l
wh i l e  we  wa i ted  fo r  t he  g reen  s igna l  (C .T .C .  t e r r i t o r y ) .  When  the  f re igh t  c l ea red ,  bo th  my  eng inee r  and  one
o f  t he  GP-9  c rew  came to  #3688 ' s  cab  and  wan ted  my  sea t  so  t hey  cou ld  v i s i t  on  t he  way  down  the  h i l l .  The  en -
g inee r  exp la ined  to  me  how to  se t  t he  eng ine  fo r  d r i f t i ng  and  I  t ook  h i s  sea t ' i n to  t own  w ' i t h  t he  dynamic  b rakes
o f  t h e  G P - 9  h o l d j n g  u s  b a c k .

My  reco rds  show we  wen t  o f f  du t y  a t  8 :20  a .m .  The  nex t  j ob  I  wo rked  was  the  10 :59  p .m .
e v e n i n g ,  s o  I  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a  d e c e n t  r e s t  f i n a 1 i y .  I  c o n t j n u e d  t o  w o r k ' i n  S a n  L u i s  0 b i s p o  u n t i
I  was  deadheaded  back  to  San  F ranc i sco  on  #99 .  I  neve r  re tu rned  to  wo rk  a t  S .1 .0 . ,  and  i n  my
d jd  no t  keep  the  eng inee rs '  names .  I  r eg re t t ed  th i s  i n  l a te r  yea rs ,  f o r  when  i  was  a  regu la r
t h e  L . A . - S a n t a  B a r b a r a  r u n  I  w o u l d  v i s i t  w i t h  m a n y  S . 1 . 0 .  e n g i n e e r s .  I  n e v e r  r e c o g n i z e d  o n e
enq inee r  I  wo rked  on  the  #3688  w i th .-  

I 'm  qu i t e  su re  2 /75  o f  6 /25 /56  was  the  l as t  doub le  headed  passenge r  t r a i n  up  Cues ta  Grade .
w i th  o the r  eng inemen  i n  t he  Bay  a rea ,  t hey  sa id  t hey  though t  t he  K ing  C i t y  l oca l  was  the  l as t
wp rk  no r th  o f  S .1 .0 . ,  and  tha t  was  j us t  a  sho r t  t ime  a f t e r  my  expe r i ence  on  #3688 .

yard goat  that
1  Ju l y  8 th  when
ea r l y  reco rds  I
poo l  f i r eman  on
o f  t hem as  the

L a t e r ,  t a l k i n g
s team t ra in  t o
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(Ed i t o r ' s  no te :  Regu la r  museum vo lun tee r  Ed  Gaede  wa j ted  fo r  L i f e  Member  #75  to  t u rn  up  be fo re  renew ing  h i s
membersh ip  f o r  a  l i f e t ime  t r i p .  The  number  was  s ign i f i can t  f o r  Ed  because  o f  an  j nc iden t  i n  h i s  ea r l y  ra i l r oad
days  on  the  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c .  H i s  s to ry  i s  r i ch  i n  ra i l r oad  l o re  f r om the  l as t  days  o f  S .P .  s i eam in  Ca l j f o r -
n ia .  I t s  a  s l i ce  o f  l i f e  o f  an  e ra  no l v  gone  fo reve r  and  as  wo r thy  o f  p rese rv ing  fo r  pos te r i t y  as  t he  phys i ca l
a r t i f ac t s  o f  r a . i l r oad ing  a re .  I t  i s  a  p leasu re  t o  i nc lude  th i s  t r ad i t i on  packed  roundhouse  ya rn  i n  t h i s. i  ssue . )

Firing On #75 by Ed Gaede

Around  1 :30  i n  t he  morn ing ,  t he  c rew  ca l l e r  came  to  my  room a t  t he  Pa rk  Ho te l  i n  San  Lu i s  Ob ispo .  I  was
very t i red and not  too p leased to take the cal l  he presented me.  I  was near ly  exhausted when I  went  to bed
abou t  t h ree  hou rs  ea r l i e r  and  rea l l y  needed  a  good  n igh t ' s  s1eep .  I n  t he  pas t  s i x teen  days ,  I  had  taken  seven -
teen  ca l l s  f o r  du t y ,  and  j us t  p r i o r  t o  t ha t  I  comp le ted  f i f t een  s tuden t  t r i ps ,  w r j t t en  t he  book  o f  r u1es ,  and
comp le ted  my  phys i ca l  exam jn  o rde r  t o  be  qua l i f j ed  as  a  l ocomot ' i ve  f i r eman  on  the  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c .  I n  add j -
t i on  t o  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  I  comp le ted  my  f i na l s  a t  San  Jose  S ta te  Co l l ege  fo r  my  second  yea r ' s  wo rk .  No t  a  bad  pe r -
formance for  a one month oer iod.

! Jh ' i ' f e  I  s i gned  fo r  t he  ca l l  t o  repo r t  f o r  he lpe r  du ty  a t  2 :25  a .n . ,  I  r emembered  th ink ing  I  was  se t  t o
" fa l l  in to"  the morning goat  which was open for  an extra-board f j reman.  When I  went  of f  duty f rom a t r ip  f rom
Watsonv i l l e  a t  7 :50  p .m .  Th ' i s  was  my  hope .  2 :25  pu t  me  on  du ty  sho r t  r es ted  w i th  9 ' : 15 "  aga ins t  me .  0n  top
o f  t h j s ,  I  wasn ' t  t oo  happy  abou t  be ing  j n  San  Lu ' i s  0b i spo  i n  t he  f i r s t  p1ace ,  bu t  w j t h  on l y  f ou r  days  sen io r -
i t y  when  sen t ,  I  d i dn ' t  have  much  cho i ce .  Know ing  tha t  s team was  dead  sou th  o f  l l a t sonv i l l e  i n  June  o f  1956
also added to my g ' loomy feel ing.  Everyone who knew anyth ing about  what  was going on in  the mot ive power de-
pa r tmen t  sa id  t ha t  San  Jose  and  po in t s  no r th  i n  t he  Bay  a rea  wou ld  be  the  l as t  s t rongho ld  f o r  s team,  and  i t
wou ld  on l y  be  used  the  nex t  coup le  o f  yea rs  a t  bes t  du r i ng  peak  pe r i ods .

Du r ing  the  twe l ve  days  p r i o r  t o  t ak ' i ng  t he  ea r l y  morn ing  ca11 ,  I  had  worked  the  hos t l e r  he lpe r  j ob  tw i ce .
Th i s  gave  me  a  l o t  o f  f r ee  t ime  to  poke  a round  the  roundhouse  and  l ook  ove r  t he  co l l ec t i on  o f  dus t y  2 -8 -0 ' s ,
2 -8 -2 ' s  and  2 -10 -2 ' s  wh ' i ch  we re  a l l  s to red  se rv i ceab le ,  bu t  none  unde r  s team.  The  hos t l e r  I  wo rked  w i th  sa id
they  cou ld  be  used  any t ime ,  f o r  t r a f f j c  was  heavy  and  many  t ra ins  we re  l eav ing  town  on  the i r  t onnage  l im i t s  and
more  power  wou ld  soon  be  needed .  Ye t  many  o f  t he  S .P .  roundhouses  I  had  v i s i t ed  had  numerous  dead  eng ines
s to red  i n  t hem,  so  I  f i gu red  these  ten  to  twe l ve  eng ines  wou ld  neve r  see  a  f i r e  aga in .

When  I  a r r i ved  a t  t he  c rew  d i spa tche r ' s  o f f i ce ,  s t i l 1  ve ry  d rowsy ,  I  me t  my  eng inee r  f o r  t he  he lpe r  t r i p
up  Cues ta  Grade  to  San ta  Marga r i t a .  S ince  I  was  an  unknown  "g reen"  f i r eman ,  he  asked  a  l o t  o f  ques t i ons  con -
cern ing my exper ience.  When he to ld me we had 2-1,0-2 #3688 on 2/75,  th ings suddenly became very in terest ing
and  my  d rows iness  vvas  gone .  The  eng inee r  was  ta l k i ng  w i th  t he  d i spa tche r  abou t  pu t t i ng  an  unqua l i f i ed  f i r eman
on  the  po in t  o f  a  passenge r  t r a i n  and  i  r eca l l  h im  say ing  tha t  no  o the r  f i r eman  was  ava i l ab le .  The  so lu t i on
was  to  l e t  t he  head  b rakeman  r i de  t he  cab  w" i t h  me  on  the  l e f t  s i de .  A f te r  a  f ew  phone  ca l l s  and  a  f ew  d i scuss -
i ons  i n  wh i ch  I  had  no th ing  to  say ,  we  l e f t  t he  o f f i ce  and  headed  fo r  t he  l ocomot i ve .  The re  was  some ta l k  o f
t ak ing  the  f i r eman  o f f  t he  road  eng ine ,  and  l e t t i ng  me  work  on  i t  t o  t he  t op  and  then  sw i t ch ,  bu t  f o r  r easons
I ' 1 1  e x p l a i n  l a t e r ,  t h i s  w a s n ' t  m u c h  o f  a  s o l u t i o n .

Wh i l e  check ing  ove r  t he  eng ine  to  make  su re  t he  supp l i es  we re  a l l  t aken  ca re  o f ,  I  kep t  t h i nk ing  tha t  soon
ano the r  qua l i f i ed  f i r eman  wou ld  show up  and  I  wou ld  be  sen t  back  to  t he  Pa rk  Ho te l  on  a  ca l l  and  re lease .  Bu t
soon the engineer waved me into the cab and on we headed toward the depot  to awa' i t  2 /75 coning in  f rom L.  A.

S team power  on  regu la r  passenge r  t r a i ns  o f  t he  Coas t  D i v i s i on  had  become h i s to ry ' i n  Janua ry  o f  1955 .
There were some protect ion movements wi th s team for  fa i led uni ts  in  the in ter im,  but  s team on passenger vvas
ve ry  ra re  be low  San  Jose  a t  t h i s  l a te  da te .  ! , l hen  the  ex t ra  passenge r  t r a i n  a r r i ved  w j th  a  b ig  4400  C lass
4 -8 - -4 ,  I  cou ldn ' t  be l i eve  i t .  Th i s  was  the  reason  I  wasn ' t  asked  to  f i r e  t he  road  eng ine .  The  eng inee r  knew
no th ing  wou ld  be  ga ' i ned ,  f o r  l a te r  I  l ea rned  the  b ' i g  4400 ' s  we re  more  d i f f i cu l t  t o  hand le  t han  a  2 -70 -2 .

A f te r  p lac ing  #75  i n  t he  i nd i ca to r ,  we  coup led  on  the  head  end  o f  t he  4400  and  qu i ck l y  began  ou r  wo rk .
W j th  s team nea r  t he  pop  a t  200  p . s . j .  and  a  f u l l  g ' l ass  o f  wa te r ,  o f f  we  wen t .  Soon  the  eng inee r  was  ove r  on  my
s ide  te l l i ng  me  to  f o rge t  abou t  t he  s tack ,  and  moved  the  f i r i ng  va l ve  f u r the r  ove r  t han  I  had  eve r  seen  one .
In  e i t he r  San  Jose  o r  San  F ranc i sco  I  wou ld  have  been  f i r ed  on  the  spo t  f o r  a l l  t he  b . l ack  smoke  tha t  came  ou t
tha t  s tack ,  bu t  t he  eng inee r  knew how bes t  t o  ge t  a1 l  ava i l ab le  f r om tha t  2 -10 -2 .  | ^ l i t h  t he  t h ro t t l e  i n  t he
company  po i i t i on ,  (w ide -open )  t he  b ig  eng ine  s teamed  eas i l y  and  the  feedwa te r  pump kep t  t he  g lass  f u l l .  Fo r  a
few  m inu tes  a l l  l ooked  pe r fec t ,  bu t  t he  eng inee r  ca l l ed  t he  head  man  ove r  and  ho l l e red  a  f ew  words  to  h im ,  t hen
a  sho r t  t ime  l a te r  ou r  eng ine  s l i pped  and  the  speed  d ropped .  We  were  j us t  ove r  t he  l ong  t res t l e  nea r  Go ld t ree
when  a l1  s topped .  We  t r i ed  t o  s ta r t  aga in  t o  no  ava i l .  I  was  qu i t e  conce rned ,  f o r  t he  heavywe igh t  Pu l lmans
were out  across the t rest le .  Af ter  a conference between the two engineers and the conductor ,  another  helper
was  o rde red  f rom S .1 .0 .  So ,  we  sa t  f o r  wha t  seemed  fo reve r  and  f j na l l y ,  a  s i ng ' l e  GP-9  a r r i ved  and  coup led  on to
the  rea r  end .  Soon  we  were  s1ow ly  on  ou r  way  much  de layed  toward  the  top .  I n  t he  t unne l s  we  used  the  resp i ra -
to rs ,  and  the  hea t  was  ex t reme ,  mos t l y  s team,  f o r  I  c l ea red  the  s tack  ca re fu l l y  be fo re  go ing  i n .  I t  mus t  have
rea l ' l y  been  ho t  on  tha t  second  eng ine .  Soon  we  were  ove r  t he  t op  and  d r i f t j ng  down  to  San ta  Marga r i t a .  t , Je  un -
coupled and went  around the wye and backed to the depot  for  orders.  We met the GP-9 and coupled together  for
t h e  t r j p  d o w n  t o  S . 1 . 0 .

0n  the  t r i p  down ,  we  pu l l ed  i n to  one  o f  t he  s i d ings  fo r  a  f r e i gh t .  My  eng inee r  wen t  back  to  t he  d iese l
wh i l e  we  wa ' i t ed  f o r  t he  g reen  s igna l  (C .T .C .  t e r i t o r y ) .  When  the  f re igh t  c l ea red ,  bo th  my  eng inee r  and  one
o f  t he  GP-9  c rew  came to  #3688 ' s  cab  and  wan ted  my  sea t  so  t hey  cou ld  v i s i t  on  t he  way  down  the  h i l l .  The  en -
g inee r  exp la ined  to  me  how to  se t  t he  eng ine  fo r  d r i f t i ng  and  I  t ook  h i s  sea t  i n to  t own  w i th  t he  dynamic  b rakes
o f  t he  GP-9  ho ld ing  us  back .

My  reco rds  show we  wen t  o f f  du t y  a t  B :20  a .m .  The  nex t  j ob  I  wo rked  was  the  10 :59  p .m .  ya rd  goa t  t ha t
even ing ,  so  I  mus t  have  had  a  decen t  res t  f i na11y .  I  con t i nued  to  wo rk  i n  San  Lu ' i s  0b ' i spo  un t i l  Ju l y  B th  when
I  was  deadheaded  back  to  San  F ranc i sco  on  #99 .  I  neve r  re tu rned  to  wo rk  a t  S .1 .0 . ,  and  i n  my  ea r l y  reco rds  I
d id  no t  keep  the  eng inee rs r  names .  I  r eg re t t ed  th i s  i n  l a te r  yea rs ,  f o r  when  I  was  a  regu la r  poo l  f i r eman  on
the  L .A . -San ta  Ba rba ra  run  I  wou ld  v i s i t  w i t h  many  S .1 .0 .  eng inee rs .  I  neve r  recogn i zed  one  o f  t hem as  the
engineer I  worked on the #3688 w' i th .

I 'm  qu i t e  su re  ? /75  o f  6 /25 /56  was  the  l as t  doub le  headed  passenge r  t r a i n  up  Cues ta  Grade .  La te r ,  t a l k i ng
w j th  o the r  eng inemen  i n  t he  Bay  a rea ,  t hey  sa id  t hey  though t  t he  K ing  C i t y  l oca l  was  the  l as t  s team t ra in  t o
wprk  no r th  o f  S .1 .0 . ,  and  tha t  was  j us t  a  sho r t  t ime  a f t e r  my  expe r i ence  on  #3688 .


